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In the last week of February, workers at five of Jamaica's nine sugar plantations launched a strike
to pressure employers into approving a wage hike. The strike spread to two others on March 2,
and the remaining two the following day. Strikers are represented by the National Workers Union
(NWU), the Bustamante Industrial Trade Union (BITU), and the University and Allied Workers
Union (UAWU). The Sugar Producers' Federation offered the workers a 52.5% increase, but the
unions insist on 200%. Union members say their earnings from cutting a tonne of sugarcane are
inadequate to purchase a loaf of bread, currently priced at 15 Jamaican dollars. Last year, Jamaica
produced 230,000 tonnes of sugar, earning US$85.8 million, a 32.3% increase over 1989. (Basic data
from Inter Press Service, 03/03/92)
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